In the original publication of the article, there was an error regarding plasma interleukin (IL)-18. Though the values for plasma-IL-18 in the abstract are correct, the p-value in the abstract should read p = 0.05. In the Results section regarding plasma cytokines, the p-value should be p = 0.05. The data regarding the plasma concentration of IL-18 does not change our conclusions of the study. However, we have to emphasize that plasma IL-18 in COPD patients are only borderline significant (p = 0.05) from the healthy controls.
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